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BECOMING A SECOND HOME: THE ROLE OF A HOST DESTINATION IN THE 
ISM EXPERIENCE. CASE STUDY: GIRONA. 
 
Karla Quintero1, Konstantina Zerva1 




International student mobility is considered among young travelers an opportunity to acquire a 
one-of-a-kind experience, making the host destination the perfect scenario where such experiences 
can take place. Since travelling is strongly associated with students’ mobility, and it is well 
documented that this concept is related to shaping travelers’ perceptions of self through 
experiences with other people and places, this case study explores the role of a host destination in 
the international students’ mobility experience. Thirty-three in-depth semi-structured interviews 
were performed to international students from different nationalities who have finished a tourism 
master’s degree program at the University of Girona, Spain. This investigation reveals the ability 
for a host destination to create emotional attachment and to become another home when it comes 
to represent evolution; enlightenment; and belongingness. 
 
Keywords 


















Ajuntament de Girona. 2021. Historic City. June 16. Accessed 2021. 
https://www.girona.cat/turisme/eng/monuments.php. 
Bae, So, and Hwasung Song. 2017. "Intercultural sensitivity and tourism patterns among 
international students in Korea: using a latent profile analysis." Asia Pacific Journal of 
Tourism Research 1-13. 
Beech, Suzanne. 2018. "Negotiating the complex geographies of friendships overseas: 
Becoming, being and sharing in student mobility." Geoforum 18-25. 
Breakwell, Glynis. 1986. Coping with threatened identities. London & New York: Methuen. 
Brown, Lorraine. 2009. "The transformative power of the international sojourn: An ethnographic 
study of the international student experience." Annals of Tourism Research 502-521. 
Buckle, Caitlin. 2017. "Residential mobility and moving home." Geography Compass 1-11. 
Chao, Chiang-nan, Niall Hegarty, John Angelidis, and Victor F.Lu. 2017. "Chinese students' 
motivations for studying in the United States." Journal of International Students 257-269. 
Cho, H. 2019. "Importance of leisure nostalgia on life satisfaction and leisure participation." The 
Service Industries Journal 1-2. 
Cho, H, D Joo, and C Chi. 2019. "Examining nostalgia in sport tourism: the case of US college 
football fans." Tourism Management Perspectives 97-104. 
Cho, Heetae, Kah Min Tan, and Weisheng Chiu. 2019. "Will I be back? Evoking nostalgia 
through college students' memorable exchange programme experiences." Tourism Review 
1-19. 
Holton, Mark. 2015. "Adapting relationships with place: Investigating the evolving place 
attachment and ‘sense of place’ of UK higher education students during a period of 
intense transition." Geoforum 21-29. 
Kim, Hyangmi, and Joseph Chen. 2018. "The memorable travel experience and its reminiscence 
functions." Journal of Travel Research 1-13. 
Kim, Jong. 2017. "The impact of memorable tourism experiences on loyalty behaviors: The 
mediating effects of destination image and satisfaction." Journal of Travel Research 1-
15. 
Le, Anh, Barbara LaCost, and Michael Wismer. 2016. "International female graduate students' 
experience at a Midwestern University: Sense of belonging and identity development." 
Journal of International Students 128-152. 
Light, Duncan, and Lorraine Brown. 2020. "Dwelling-mobility: A theory of the existential pull 
between home and away." Annals of Tourism Research 1-10. 
Lundberg, Donald. 1972. "Why tourists travel." Cornell Hospitality Quarterly 64-70. 
Maoz, Darya. 2007. "Backpackers' motivations. The role of culture and nationality." Annals of 
Tourism Research 122-140. 
Nada, Cosmin, Catherine Montgomery, and Helena Araujo. 2018. ""You went to Europe and 
returned different": Transformative learning experiences of international students in 
Portugal." European Educational Research Journal 1-18. 
Neumann, Mark. 1992. "The trail through experience: Finding self in the recollection of travel." 
In Investigating subjectivity: Research on lived expeirence, by Carolyn Ellis and Michael 
(Eds.) Flaherty, 176-201. Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 
Relph, Edward. 1976. Place and placelessness. London: Pion. 
 
 
